Sexually Transmitted Diseases between Imperial and Nazi Germany Paul Weindling Adolf Hitler in Mein Kampf feared that the spread of syphilis in Germany before 1914 was poisoning the health of the national body. His phobia might be seen as a response to a widespread public debate on the prevalence of such diseases that had been raging since the 1890s: the arguments between moral purity crusaders and the abolitionists over their attack on police controls on prostitution triggered off three decades of intense public debate conducted in often highly emotive and lurid terms. STDs were perceived as symptomatic of moral, social and physical degeneration, while diagnoses of the causes and the cures of the underlying social ills ranged from feminist attacks on double standards of morality to ultra-conservative insistence on patriarchy, discipline and sexual abstinence. The arguments must have captured the imagination of wide sections of the population.
The launching of these debates was in no small way due to the dermatologist and social reformer Alfred Blaschko 
